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Finding somewhere to live
An easy read guide



Moving into a new home can
be very stressful.

There are lots of things you
have to think about.

You need to take time to
make sure you find the right
sort of home for you.

You need to make sure that
you can afford to live there
and pay all the bills.

You need to do everything
you can to make your move
go as smoothly as possible.



What can you afford?

RN\

The first thing you need to do
is work out how much rent
you can afford to pay every
month.

A good way to do this is to
work out your budget.

You can do by using our
easy read guide to making a
budget.

As well as your rent you will
have to pay a deposit.

This is money that your
landlord holds onto while
you live in the house or flat.

It is used if anything gets
damaged or you don’t pay
your rent.
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You also need to have
enough money to pay your
bills every month like gas,
electricity and council tax.

You might be able to get
some benefits to help.

Check with your local
council.

Think about other things you
might need to pay for.

Is there a fridge and washing
machine in the house or will
you have to buy one?



Will you need to buy new
furniture or a television?

Try looking in charity shops
or on internet sites for
second hand things if you
are short of money.

Once you have worked out
how much rent you can
afford to pay you can start
looking for houses.

Think about the area you
want to live in.

It's very important that you
are happy and feel safe.



,_

_Bus Stop |

Make sure that you are near
all the things that you need
to be like shops, bus routes,
and schools if you have
children.

Check the area at different
times of the day.

There might be a pub close
to the house that gets very
noisy at night.

There might be a shop that
gets lots of deliveries early in
the morning.



Applying

Once you have found a
house or flat that you like
you will need to apply to the
landlord or letting agency.

You will have to fill in some
forms and they will do some
checks.

This is to make sure you can
afford to pay the rent.

You will have to sign a
tenancy agreement. This will
have everything on it that
you need to do, like what day
to pay the rent or how much
notice you have to give if you

+  move out.

Make sure you read the
agreement before you sign it.

If there is anything on it that
you don’t understand or don'’t
think is right then talk to the
agent or landlord.



For more accessible information on a broad range of
subjects please contact

btm

the home of accessible information

11-12 Eldon Place

Bradford BD1 3AZ
Telephone: 01274 848150
SMS / Text: 07535 120222
E-mail: enquiries@btm.org.uk

BTM produces accessible information in a range of formats such
as British Sign Language, easy read, audio, video, illustration and
animation to help people understand the world around them.

Please visit www.btm.org.uk for all our easy read booklets and other
accessible media productions.

Or visit www.btmprojects.com to access the work made by our
workgroups.
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The information in this booklet is for guidance only.

Whilst we have made every attempt to ensure that the information has come from

reliable sources, BTM are not responsible for any errors or omissions, or for any
results obtained from the use of this information.




